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FOURTH    ANNUAL    REPORT 


MASSACHUSETTS    RIFLE    CLUB. 


ANNUAL    MEETING. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Rifle 
Club  was  held  at  Head-quarters  of  the  Club,  Boylston  Hall, 
on  Monday  evening,  Jan.  9,  at  eight  o'clock,  p.m.,  agreeably 
to  the  By-laws,  and  the  notice  sent  to  each  member. 

The  President,  Mr.  C.  W.  Dabney,  Jun.  in  the  chair. 

A  quorum  of  members  was  present. 

The  Report  of  the  last  annual  meeting  was  read  by  the 
Secretary,  and  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  0.  W.  Peabody,  it  was  — 

Voted,  That  the  reading  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
General  Committee  be  postponed  until  after  the  election  of 
the  General  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Secretary  read  the  letters  of  several  gentlemen  on 
the  General  Committee  who  declined  a  re-election. 

Messrs.  Francis  W.  Peabody,  Amos  A.  Lawrence,  and 
Daniel  B.  Curtis,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  nominate 
candidates  to  fill  any  vacancies  that  may  exist  in  the  General 
Committee.  The  Committee  reported  the  names  of  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen,  who  were  duly  elected  by  ballot:  — 

Charles  W.  Dabney,  Jun.      |         William  W.  Morland. 
Charles  G.  Wood.  |         William  F.  Poole. 

Oliver  W.  Peabody. 


Certain  amendments  to  the  By-laws  having  been  proposed 
in  writing,  and  posted  seven  days  before  the  meeting ;  but 
sufficient  notice  thereof  not  having  been  sent  to  the  members 
in  the  call  for  the  meeting,  on  motion  it  was  — 

Voted,  That  the  proposed  amendments  be  referred  to  the 
General  Committee,  to  call  a  special  meeting  for  final  action, 
if  they  deem  it  necessary. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  General  Committee  and  the 
Reports  of  the  Special  Committees  were  read  by  the  Secre- 
tary ;  after  which  it  was  — 

Voted,  That  the  Reports  be  printed,  and  copies  sent  to 
each  member  of  the  Club,  with  a  copy  of  the  Report  of  the 
preceding  year. 

Messrs.  D.  B.  Curtis  and  W.  W.  Rhoades  were  appointed 
a  Committee  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer. 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Club  be  presented  to  the 
retiring  members  of  the  General  Committee  for  their  faithful 
services  in  attending  to  the  interests  of  the  Club. 

The  meeting  adjourned. 

HENRY   W.    EDES,  Secretary. 


REPORT   OF   THE   GENERAL   COMMITTEE. 

Head-quarters  of  the  Massachusetts  Rifle  Club. 
BoYLSTON  Hall,  Boston,  Jan.  9, 1865. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Massachusetts  Rifle  Club  : 

The  General  Committee  respectfully  present  the  following 
report  of  their  proceedings  during  the  past  year,  the  fourth 
in  the  history  of  the  Club :  — 

At  the  annual  election  in  January,  1864,  Messrs.  Martin 
Brimmer,  W.  W.  Morland,  W.  F.  Poole,  A.  M.  Howland, 
C.  G.  Wood,  W.  W.  Rhoades,  and  H.  W.  Edes,  were  ap- 
pointed the  General  Committee  of  the  Club  for  1864,  which 


was  organized  by  the  choice  of  Dr.  Morland  as  President, 
Mr.  Wood  as  Vice-President,  and  Mr.  Edes  as  Secretary. 
Mr.  Brimmer  having  declined  the  position  to  which  he  was 
elected,  Mr.  William  L.  Lincoln  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
Committee,  and  subsequently  elected  Treasurer  of  the  Club. 
Mr.  W.  F.  Poole  also  resigned  his  position  on  the  Committee ; 
and  Mr.  Charles  W.  Dabney,  jun.,  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy,  and  afterwards,  on  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Morland, 
was  elected  President  of  the  Club. 

The  Special  Committees  for  the  year  were  constituted  as 
follows  :  — 

Infantry  Drill  .  .  .  C.  G-.  Wood,  W.  W.  Rhoades,  and  W.  L. 
Lincoln. 

Rifle  Practice  .  .  .  C.  W.  Dabney,  jun.,  W.  W.  Morland,  and 
A.  M.  Rowland. 

Examining  Board  .  .  C.  W.  Dabney,  jim.,  H.  W.  Edes,  W.  F. 
Poole,  W.  W.  Rhoades,  and  O.  W.  Pea- 
body. 

To  the  Reports  of  these  Committees,  which  are  appended, 
and  form  part  of  this  Report,  your  careful  attention  is  invited, 
as  they  show  in  detail  the  condition  of  each  of  the  depart- 
ments. These  Reports  are  so  thorough  as  to  leave  but  little 
to  be  said  on  these  topics  by  the  Greneral  Committee. 

The  Committee  have  been  fortunate  in  retaining  the  ser- 
vices of  the  two  competent  instructors,  Capt.  Hobart  Moore 
in  Infantry  Tactics,  and  Capt.  John  Pease  in  Rifle  Practice 
who  have  been  employed  by  the  Club  from  its  commence- 
ment; and,  by  their  thorough  knowledge  of  their  professions, 
and  zeal  in  imparting  instruction,  have  won  the  confidence 
of  each  Greneral  Committee,  as  well  as  of  the  members  of 
the  Club. 

The  most  prominent  feature  in  the  history  of  the  Club 
during  the  past  year  is  the  movement,  now  in  progress  of 
successful  accomplishment,  of  raising  a  regiment  under  the 


State  militia  law  of  1864.  In  view  of  the  importance  of  this 
measure,  it  seems  desirable  to  give  a  brief  statement  of  its 
rise  and  progress. 

Never  in  the  history  of  Massachusetts  was  its  volunteer 
militia  in  a  lower  state  of  inefficiency  than  in  the  summer 
of  1864;  and  never  was  there  a  time  when  the  wants  of  the 
nation  so  much  demanded  its  highest  efficiency,  both  in  num- 
bers and  discipline.  There  seemed  to  be  a  general  apathy 
in  the  public  mind  with  regard  to  a  State  military  organiza- 
tion. With  a  view  to  create  an  interest  in  the  subject,  and 
to  meet  a  public  emergency,  a  few  active  members  of  the 
Massachusetts  Rifle  Club  conceived  the  project  of  raising, 
under  its  auspices,  a  regiment  that  in  material,  discipline, 
and  drill,  should  surpass  any  organization  that'  had  hitherto 
existed  in  the  State,  —  a  bold  undertaking,  surely,  at  that 
time.  No  regiment,  where  all  the  companies  occupied  armo- 
ries at  the  regimental  head-quarters,  ever  had  an  existence 
in  the  State ;  and  without  this  concentration,  the  highest 
development  of  a  regiment  is  not  possible.  It  seemed  to 
these  gentlemen,  that  the  Rifle  Club  possessed  many  advan- 
tages for  being  the  nucleus  of  such  an  organization.  It  had 
educated  many  young  men  in  military  science  who  were 
fully  qualified  for  the  position  of  officers ;  it  occupied  prem- ' 
ises  the  most  commodious  for  drill  and  for  armories  in  the 
State ;  it  had  an  infantry  instructor,  than  whom  no  one  was 
more  competent  to  arrange  and  superintend  all  the  details 
of  regimental  organization ;  and  it  possessed  the  highest 
social  influence,  and  the  confidence  of  the  public  to  an  ex- 
tent that  assured  them  of  success.  The  plan  was  adopted, 
of  giving  to  the  members  of  the  regiment  all  the  advan- 
tages of  instruction  enjoyed  by  members  of  the  Club ;  and 
of  each  company  paying  into  the  treasury  of  the  Rifle  Club 
a  stipulated  sum  for  the  advantages  received.  The  success 
of  the  undertaking  has  justified  the  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions of  its  projectors  and  of  the  General  Committee.     Six 


companies  are  already  full  and  organized ;  and  three  other 
rolls  are  rapidly  approaching  completion.  The  entire  suc- 
cess of  the   Rifle-Club  Regiment  is  now  assured. 

The  six  companies  now  organized  are  all  commanded  by 
present  or  past  members  of  the  Rifle  Club  ;  viz.,  Capts.  W.  W. 
Stevenson,  J.  Newcomb,  jun.,  F.  M.  Hears,  H.  W.  Edes,  B.  H. 
Whitney,  and  J.  H.  Lombard;  and  to  Messrs.  Stevenson, 
Newcomb  and  Whitney,  is  chiefly  due  the  credit  of  con- 
ceiving the  plan  of  the  organization.  The  companies  now 
in  process  of  formation  are  being  raised  by  gentlemen  who 
have  been,  and  are  now,  receiving  instruction  in  the  Club. 
The  Committee  look  forward  with  interest  to  the  completion 
of  the  regiment,  and  feel  assured  that  the  thoroughness  of 
the  course  pursued  under  its  instructors  will  secure  a  high 
standard  of  discipline  and  drill,  and  will  demonstrate  the 
efficiency  of  the  Club  in  qualifying  its  members  as  officers.* 

The  Committee  would  recommend  an  amendment  to  the 
By-laws,  by  which  any  member  of  the  Rifle-Club  Regiment 
may  become  an  active  member  of  the  Rifle  Club,  by  paying 
the  difierence  between  his  company  payment  and  the  amount 
required  for  membership  of  the  Club. 

To  the  appended  Report  on  the  Rifle  Department  of  the 
Club,  the  General  Committee  invite  the  especial  attention 
of  the  members,  and  (if  the  Report  is  printed)  of  the  public. 
It  will  convince  the  most  sceptical  of  the  great  importance, 
in  a  military  point  of  view,  of  skill  in  the  use  of  this  weapon. 
In  this  country,  as  yet,  there  is  an  utter  ignorance  of  the 
qualities  and  capacities  of  the  military  rifle.  Our  soldiers 
go  into  the  fi'eld  without  any  theoretical  or  practical  knowl- 
edge of  the  only  weapon  they  are  to  use ;  and  their  offi- 
cers cannot  instruct  them,  for  they  are  as  ignorant  of  its 
use  as  the  men.  There  are  certain  principles  to  be  under- 
stood, and  rules  to  be  observed,  which  are  essential  in  acquir- 

*  Before  this  Report  goes  to  press,  ten  companies  have  been  recruited,  and  the  Rifle 
Club  Regiment  is  full. 


ing  a  skillful  use  of  the  rifle,  and  which  a  soldier  will  never 
gain  without  instruction.  Those  who  hold  to  a  contrary 
theory  may  have  an  opportunity  of  testing  it  at  the  shooting- 
grounds  of  the  Rifle  Club  at  Quincy  or  Nantasket.  The 
experience  of  those  gentlemen  who  have  availed  themselves 
of  the  opportunities  of  instruction  furnished  by  the  Club 
has  demonstrated,  that  a  military  rifle,  with  open  sights  and 
held  without  rest,  is,  in  the  hands  of  a  person  properly  in- 
structed, a  more  dangerous  weapon  at  a  range  of  six  hun- 
dred or  nine  hundred  yards  (more  than  half  a  mile),  than  in 
the  hands  of  an  uninstructed  person  at  a  range  of  a  hun- 
dred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  yards. 

The  Committee  would  therefore  urge  the  members  to 
interest  themselves  more  zealously  in  this  department  of  the 
Club,  and  thereby  benefit  themselves,  give  prominence  to  a 
manly  and  useful  accomplishment,  and  aid  in  directing  public 
attention  to  the  military  capacities  of  this  noble  weapon. 

The  Committee  cannot  omit  reference  to  the  very  liberal 
policy  of  the  Boylston  Hall  Corporation  in  reference  to  the 
Club,  and  of  their  desire  to  do  every  thing  possible  for  its  ac- 
commodation. They  have  agreed  to  furnish  armories  for  all 
the  ten  companies  of  the  regiment,  as  well  as  for  the  Club, 
and  have  made  arrangements  for  the  complete  fitting-up  of 
these  armories  at  their  own  expense  ;  thus  relieving  the 
companies  of  a  great  item  of  expense.  The  relations  between 
the  worthy  agent  of  the  Corporation  and  this  Committee  have 
always  been  friendly  and  cordial ;  and  they  take  this  opportu- 
nity of  expressing  their  appreciation  of  his  obliging  attention 
to  their  suggestions  from  time  to  time. 

CHARLES   W.  DABNEY,  Jr., 
CHARLES   G.   WOOD, 
WILLIAM   L.   LINCOLN, 
WM.    WARD   RHOADES, 
WM.   W.   MORLAND, 
A.   M.   HOWLAND, 
HENRY   W.   EDES, 


General 
Committee. 


REPORT    OF   THE    COMMITTEE    ON   INFANTRY 
DRILL. 

This  department  of  the  Club  has  been  conducted  on  the 
same  principles  as  in  former  years,  and  with  marked  success. 
The  regular  drills  of  the  Club  were  sustained  until  the  sum- 
mer months,  since  which  time,  the  attention  of  active  mem- 
bers has  been  directed  to  recruiting  for  the  Massachusetts 
Rifle-Club  Regiment. 

The  classes  for  officers'  drills  and  recitations  have  been 
continued  as  usual.  Twenty-two  gentlemen,  who  have  been 
under  the  instruction  of  the  Club,  have  received  commissions 
in  the  army  during  the  past  year;  and  several  others  have 
entered  as  non-commissioned  officers. 

In  January  last,  the  Club  made  arrangements  with  the 
School  Committee,  by  which  the  services  of  its  Instructor  in 
Infantry,  and  the  use  of  its  hall  and  arms,  were  engaged  for 
the  purpose  of  teaching  some  of  the  pupils  of  the  Latin,  High, 
Eliot,  and  D wight  schools  in  military  drill.  This  arrange- 
ment, made  on  the  part  of  the  city  as  an  experiment,  has 
been  attended  with  such  success  as  to  warrant  the  belief  of 
your  Committee,  that  it  will  be  continued  another  year. 
Our  efforts  in  this  direction,  and  the  efficient  and  skillful 
manner  in  which  they  have  been  seconded  by  the  Instructor, 
have  done  much  to  convince  the  authorities  both  State  and 
City,  as  well  as  the  public,  of  the  practicability  of  a  judicious 
introduction  of  the  elementary  principles  of  military  drill 
as  a  part  of  the  instruction  of  our  youth ;  and  we  trust,  that 
in  the  future  a  more  extended  trial  will  give  more  conclusive 
evidence  of  its  advantages. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  a  battalion  of  about  two  hundred 
lads  from  the  above-named  schools  performed  escort  duty  to 
the  Highland  Cadets  on  their  annual  visit  to  the  city. 
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Again  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  they  escorted  the  City  Pro- 
cession, and  obtained  warm  encomiums  for  their  steady 
marching  and  soldierly  deportment. 

Previous  to  the  escort,  they  were  reviewed  on  the  Com- 
mon by  the  City  Government,  in  the  presence  of  a  large 
assemblage  of  citizens,  who  warmly  applauded  the  precision 
of  their  movements  which  gave  strong  evidence  of  their 
aptness  for  military  drill. 

Their  performances  on  these  occasions  were  highly  com- 
mendable, considering  the  short  time  they  had  been  under 
instruction. 

Mr.  B.  S.  DixwelPs  school  is  still  under  instruction  from 
the  Club ;  and  an  exhibition  of  their  proficiency  in  drill  was 
lately  given  by  these  lads,  which  was  highly  creditable, 
alike  to  themselves  and  to  Capt.  Moore  their  instructor. 

The  remarks  of  Gov.  Andrew,  in  his  recent  address  to  the 
Legislature  on  the  importance  of  military  instruction,  are  so 
appropriate  in  this  connection,  that  we  beg  leave  to  give  an 
extract :  ^'  I  will  not  here  repeat  the  views  which  I  have 
had  the  honor  to  submit  heretofore  on  different  occasions  to 
the  General  Court,  upon  the  great  importance  of  a  more 
general  introduction  of  elementary  military  instruction  into 
our  system  of  public  education,  and  of  the  establishment  of 
an  academy  particularly  devoted  to  the  higher  branches  of 
this,  and  its  allied  services.  ...  I  recommend  the  subject 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature ;  merely  stating,  that, 
while  the  success  of  the  experiment  of  military  training  in 
those  public  schools  in  which  it  has  been  tried  has  confirmed 
my  views  of  its  feasibility,  the  experience  of  the  past  year 
has  also  strengthened  my  conviction  of  its  importance,  and 
of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  it." 

In  September,  several  members  of  the  Club,  who  had 
been  qualified  by  examination  to  act  as  officers,  proposed  to 
the  General  Committee  to  open  recruiting  lists,  with  a  view 
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to  raise  several  companies  under  the  Militia  Law,  enacted  at 
the  last  session  of  the  Legislature. 

This  offer  was  at  once  accepted ;  and  they  have  been  so 
far  successful  that  six  companies  are  already  full,  and  three 
others  have  made  considerable  progress.  We  shall  doubtless, 
at  an  early  day,  have  the  full  number  of  companies  requisite 
for  a  regimental  organization,  which,  we  trust,  will  be  an 
honor  to  the  Club,  and  a  credit  to  our  city.  Classes  for 
recitation  and  drill  for  the  commissioned  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers  of  these  companies  are  now  regularly  held 
and  well  attended. 

The  gentlemen  who  projected  this  movement  are  entitled 
to  great  credit  for  their  energy  and  perseverance,  in  which 
they  have  been  ably  seconded  by  Capt.  Moore,  whose  expe- 
rience in  these  matters,  added  to  his  personal  assistance,  has 
been  invaluable  to  them. 

Tliis  department  of  the  Club  offers  to  those  who  wish  to 
qualify  themselves  to  obtain  commissions  in  the  Army,  pecu- 
liar advantages  in  theoretical  and  practical  instruction  not 
to  be  obtained  elsewhere  in  the  city  ;  and,  believing  it  to  have 
accomplished  much  good  in  that  direction,  the  Committee 
most  heartily  commend  it  to  public  notice. 

CHARLES    G.    WOOD,  )    Committee 

WM.   L.   LINCOLN,  [    j,^^^^,y 

WM.  WARD   RHOADES,  )      ^'^Z- 

Jan.  9,  1865. 
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REPORT   OF  THE   COMMITTEE   ON   RIFLE 
PRACTICE. 

The  history  of  the  Rifle  Department  of  this  Club  for  the  last 
year  is  comprised  within  brief  limits. 

Early  in  the  year,  there  was  a  marked  increase  of  interest 
amongst  the  few  who  had  previously  paid  some  attention  to 
this  practice ;  and  there  was  promise  of  a  more  systematic 
and  satisfactory  development  of  the  principles  involved  in  it, 
than  had  heretofore  been  reached ;  but  the  death  of  Mr.  Fred- 
eric Cunningham,  whose  zeal  and  energy  were  as  conspicuous 
in  this,  as  in  all  matters  to  which  he  applied  himself,  fell  like 
a  pall  on  his  associates.  For  a  long  time,  there  was  felt  a 
disinclination  to  return  to  the  exercises  with  which  he  had 
been  so  intimately  identified ;  and  the  promise  of  the  early 
year  was  never  fulfilled. 

A  few  members  have  been  out  for  target-practice,  at  long 
intervals  in  the  course  of  the  summer,  and  with  fair  success, 
proportioned,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  degree  of  attention 
which  had  been  bestowed  upon  the  preliminary  practice. 

The  last  Report  mentioned,  that  some  of  the  members  were 
importing  specimens  of  the  more  celebrated  English  rifles. 
Two  of  these  have  been  received  within  the  year.  They  are 
costly  weapons  of  beautiful  workmanship ;  and,  in  the  only 
and  imperfect  trial  of  them  as  yet  made,  they  gave  evidence 
of  extraordinary  accuracy.  Should  similar  results  attend 
further  trials,  the  most  sceptical  will  be  won  over  to  the 
admission  of  what  can  be  done  at  long  ranges. 

With  a  view  to  furnish  facilities  for  those,  who,  while  desi- 
rous of  receiving  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  rifle,  have  not 
the  means  to  procure  suitable  weapons  for  target-practice, 
your  Committee  have,  through  the  liberality  of  some  of  the 
members  of  the  Club,  been  able  to  procure  three  of  the  En- 
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field  rifles,  imported  in  1861.  These  now  constitute  a  portion 
of  the  property  of  the  Club,  and  can  be  used  by  the  members, 
under  the  direction  of  the  instructor. 

It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  the  State,  following  the  ex- 
ample of  the  English  Government,  should  furnish  yearly  a 
given  amount  of  cartridges,  to  be  expended,  under  proper 
direction,  by  those  undergoing  systematic  training  in  the  use 
of  the  rifle  ;  but  in  the  absence  of  any  such  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  State  Authorities,  it  may  become  a  question  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Club,  should  its  finances  admit  of  it, 
whether  it  would  not  be  well  to  supply,  to  some  extent,  this 
deficiency,  as  far  as  its  members  are  concerned. 

The  Club,  through  the  kindness  of  the  Hon.  Josiah  Quin- 
cy,  still  retains  its  range,  hut,  and  targets  on  his  grounds  at 
Quincy. 

In  addition  to  this,  some  of  the  more  zealous  members 
combined,  during  the  Spring,  to  erect  a  hut  on  the  beach  at 
Nantasket,  where  they  have  a  fine  range  of  twelve  hundred 
yards,  which  can  be  indefinitely  extended,  and  where  the 
opportunities  for  practice  in  judging  distances  are  excellent. 

The  targets  and  all  accessories  requisite  for  a  good  shoot- 
ing-ground have  been  furnished;  and  as  it  is  open  to  all  the 
members  of  the  Club  under  the  direction  of  the  instructor  in 
this  department,  it  offers  additional  inducements  for  those 
who  have  occasionally  a  day  to  spare  in  the  summer,  to 
devote  it  to  this  agreeable  pastime. 

The  Jacob's  rifle,  imported  in  1863  to  be  ofiered  as  a  prize 
for  superior  marksmanship,  has  never  yet  been  contested  for ; 
tlie  number  of  members  in  training  not  being  sufficient  to 
warrant  its  being  put  up  in  this  way. 

The  number  of  members  and  recruits  receiving  instruc- 
tions in  this  department  during  the  year  has  been  about 
thirty  ;  but  our  Instructor  has  never  yet  had  an  opportunity 
to  carry  out  the  system  of  training  thoroughly,  and  to  prove 
what  it  can  accomplish  in  its  completeness. 
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And,  in  reviewing  the  work  of  the  past  year,  the  Commit- 
tee feel  obliged  to  confess,  that  little  has  been  accomplished 
toward  the  development  of  this  important  subject  in  our 
community.  Discouraging  as  this  statement  may  seem,  your 
Committee  do  not  wholly  partake  of  that  feeling. 

They  recognize  that  the  embers  have  been  kept  alive, 
from  which  ample  fires  may,  and,  they  trust,  will,  be  lighted 
in  the  future. 

The  Massachusetts  Rifle  Club,  under  the  discouragement 
of  an  universal  apathy  upon  this  point  during  the  past  two 
years,  and  at  considerable  pecuniary  sacrifice,  has  secured 
and  preserved  within  itself  the  elements  necessary  for  the 
proper  and  systematic  instruction  and  practice  in  use  of 
the  manly  weapon  from  which  it  takes  its  name.  It  is,  your 
Committee  believe,  the .  only  organization  in  the  State  that 
furnishes  such ;  and  when  this  apathy  is  shaken  off,  as  it  can 
hardly  fail  to  be,  our  Club  will  stand  forth  as  the  parent  of 
many  a  worthy  offshoot. 

It  cannot  be,  that,  as  a  people,  we  shall  much  longer  shut 
our  e3^es  to  what  is  being  done  elsewhere  with  this  weapon, 
once  looked  upon  as  the  national  arm  of  this  country. 

In  England,  the  annual  meeting  on  Wimbledon  Common, 
where  the  champions  from  the  different  parts  of  the  King- 
dom contest  for  the  prize  in  rifle-shooting,  already  excites  a 
strong  national  interest ;  and  this  interest  is  steadily  spread- 
ing and  deepening. 

It  might  be  instructive  to  those  who  are  sceptical  as  to 
the  results  of  the  long-range  practice  to  examine  the  enu- 
meration of  the  points  made  by  the  several  champions  at  the 
last  meeting,  as  given  in  the  London  "  Times  "  of  July  22. 

The  distances  were  eight  hundred,  nine  hundred,  and  one 
thousand  yards,  with  open  sights,  and  without  rest,  other 
than  the  knee. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  growing  interest  in  this  matter. 
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and  the  importance  attached  to  it,  your  Committee  beg  leave 
to  quote  from  the  '^  Times  "  of  the  above  date,  which,  after 
devoting  a  column  and  a  half  to  a  detailed  account  of  the 
proceedings  at  the  meeting,  bestows  a  column  of  editorial 
upon  the  subject.  After  speaking  of  the  time  when  it  was 
said,  that  "  The  might  of  the  realme  of  England  standeth  upon 
archers,"  and  the  long  bow  and  cloth  yard  shaft  won  for  her 
the  fields  of  Crecy,  Poitiers,  and  Agincourt ;  and  of  the  great 
loss  of  relative  power  involved  in  the  subsequent  period, 
when  fire-arms  displaced  those  weapons  in  which  she  had  so 
long  enjoyed  unrivalled  superiority,  the  Editor  goes  on  to 
say :  — 

"  Within  our  own  time,  in  quite  recent  days,  there  has  been  a 
revival  of  a  dormant  and  almost  forgotten  national  quality.  Again 
that  steadiness  of  nerve,  that  coolness,  that  intuitive  sympathy  be- 
tween hand  and  eye,  which  are  necessary  to  the  sportsman,  have  been 
turned  to  account  in  the  adoption  of  a  new  national  weapon.  The 
Wimbledon  gatherings,  at  which  not  one  or  two,  but  scores  of  men 
are  found,  who,  by  practice,  are  able  to  throw  successive  rifle  balls 
into  bull's  eyes  at  a  thousand  yards  distance,  are  but  the  manifesta- 
tions of  the  recovery  of  an  ancient  national  power. 

"  Nothing  could  more  thoroughly  prove  how  entirely  this  marks- 
man art  is  adapted  to  our  national  tastes  than  the  circumstance,  that 
within  three  years,  without  any  Royal  proclamation,  or  Act  of  Par- 
liament requirements,  or  coercive  penalties,  the  people  have  so  thor- 
oughly and  so  promptly  taken  to  this  revival  of  an  old  national  sport, 
that  rifle  butts  are  almost  as  common  as  archery  butts  were  in  the  time 
of  Edward  IV. ;  and  that  every  town  and  every  village  has  its  group  of 
riflemen,  eagerly  training  towards  the  degree  of  skill  which  will  enable 
them  to  compete  among  themselves  for  the  local  prizes,  and  to  come 
up  with  some  chance  of  success  to  the  great  national  gathering, 
where  weightier  prizes  and  more  conspicuous  honors  are  to  be 
gained. 

"  The  Volunteer  movement  and  the  Marksman  movement,  instead 
of  dying  away  as  a  mere  transient  fashion,  have  taken  firm  hold  of 
our  youth,  and  have  almost  turned  the  heads  of  some  of  our  gray- 
beards.     An  English  lad  is  now  hardly  an  equal  among  his  associ- 
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ates,  and  a  man  in  the  eyes  of  his  sweetheart,  unless  he  can  handle 
his  rifle.  The  farmer's  sou  becomes  a  person  of  distinction,  and  the 
village  shop-keeper's  son  emerges  from  insignificance,  if  they  have 
established  a  little  local  fame  as  crack  rifle  shots.  If  they  are  cho- 
sen among  those  who  are  to  shoot  for  their  corps  at  Wimbledon,  they 
are  representative  men. 

"  This  new  graft  on  an  old  tree  is  thriving  with  an  unexpected 
vigor  ;  and  we  firmly  believe  that  these  marksmen  competitors  will 
continue  and  increase,  until,  without  any  Royal  ordinance  or  statutory 
obligation,  every  English  lad  of  the  next  generation  will  be  as  handy 
with  his  rifle,  as  his  far-back  ancestor  was  with  his  long-bow. 

"It  is  impossible  to  over-estimate  the  importance  of  this  new 
fact.  No  one  can  tell  what  may  be  the  effect  of  the  ever-changing 
modifications  of  Continental  power. 

"  But  it  cannot  but  be  a  certain  good,  if  an  enemy  should  always 
know,  that  this  Island  is  inhabited  by  an  armed  population,  of  which 
every  adult  male  is  armed  with  a  rifle,  with  which  he  can,  at  five 
hundred  yards,  put  ten  conical  balls,  every  five  minutes,  into  a  space 
six  feet  by  four." 

Again  we  have  in  the  late  report  of  Gen.  Charles  Hay, 
Inspector-General  of  Musketry  in  England,  the  statement 
that,  during  the  year,  there  were  trained,  at  the  two  schools 
of  Hythe  and  Fleetwood,  three  hundred  and  sixty-three  offi- 
cers, and  fifteen  hundred  and  fifty-three  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates,  and  thirty -five  volunteers  of  all  ranks, — 
also  that  the  improvement  in  firing  had  been  so  marked,  that 
thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-five  men  have  been 
recommended  for  extra  pay  as  marksmen  in  the  army,  whilst 
nearly  one-fourth  of  the  whole  army  have  fired  in  the  first 
class. 

Here  are  facts  which  it  would  seem  well  for  us  to  consider 
carefully. 

It  may  appear  to  need  some  apology  or  explanation,  that 
your  Committee  feel  called  upon  to  enlarge  so  much  upon  this 
subject,  before  an  organization  which  would  naturally  be 
supposed  to  have  the  matter  fully  at  heart.     The  truth  is, 
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however,  that,  under  the  pressure  of  the  last  three  years  in 
military  matters,  the  attention  of  those  joining  the  Club  has 
been  mainly  devoted  to  the  acquisition  of  such  knowledge  as 
would  fit  them  most  speedily  for  service  in  the  field,  —  and 
the  time  required  for  rifle  practice  could  not  be  given. 

For  those  not  intending  to  take  service,  other  circum- 
stances have  tended  to  render  the  rifle  department  of  the 
Club  less  popular.  Its  results  are  less  dazzling  than  those  of 
the  infantry  department ;  and  they  are  reached  only  by  a 
course  of  steady,  persistent,  and,  in  some  respects,  monoto- 
nous practice,  which  is  apt  to  discourage  those  who  do  not 
recognize  the  importance  of  the  end,  or  the  value  of  the 
incidental  advantages  reaped  by  the  way. 

There  is,  moreover,  a  want  of  faith  in  the  certainty  of  the 
result,  promised  with  so  much  confidence  upon  the  perform- 
ance of  specific  and  simple  conditions ;  and  this  want  can  only 
be  supplied  by  practical  demonstrations,  which,  unfortunately, 
it  is  difficult  to  furnish  satisfactorily,  where  the  few  who  have 
the  matter  at  heart  are  so  tied  down  by  the  calls  of  their 
business  or  profession,  as  to  be  able  to  give  but  a  very  limited 
time,  and  that  irregularly  and  at  long  intervals,  to  either  drill 
or  target-practice. 

The  results  attained  in  England,  or  even  in  Canada,  are 
too  remote  to  impress  themselves  upon  us  with  any  force, 
until  we  have  become  sufficiently  interested  in  the  subject  to 
recognize  their  bearing. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  members  of  the  Club,  whether 
devoting  themselves  more  especially  to  the  Infantry  or  the 
Rifle  department,  will  unite  harmoniously  in  the  endeavor  to 
develop  the  whole  field  of  usefulness,  recognizing  that,  in  both 
departments,  we  are  endeavoring  to  sustain  an  organization 
which  ofiers  an  opportunity,  at  an  almost  nominal  price,  for 
all  who  choose,  to  acquire  knowledge  which  may  be  of  great 
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value  to  themselves  and  to  their  country ;  and  for  our  young 
men  a  chance  to  secure  an  accomplishment  which  all  would 
be  glad  to  possess,  in  the  skilful  use  of  the  rifle. 

(Signed)         CHAELES  W.  DABNEY,  Jdn. 
WM.  W.  MORLAND. 

A.  M.  ROWLAND. 

Boston,  Jan.  9,  1865. 


REPORT   OF  BOARD   OF   EXAMINERS. 

The  Board  of  Examiners  has  held  nine  sessions  during 
the  past  year,  at  which  eight  applicants  have  been  examined, 
resulting  in  the  following  appointments :  one  Lieut.  Colonel, 
one  Major,  three  Captains,  two  First  Lieutenants,  one  Second 
Lieutenant. 

The  candidates  thus  assigned  have,  in  every  instance, 
given  good  evidence  of  thorough  and  careful  preparation;  and 
the  examinations  to  which  some  of  them  have  since  been 
subjected,  before  the  Board  of  Army  Officers  over  which  Gen. 
Casey  presides,  and  which  have  always  resulted  in  the  assign- 
ment of  the  very  same  rank  as  was  determined  upon  by  the 
Examiners  of  the  Club,  may  be  considered  abundant  evi- 
dence of  the  efficiency  of  our  system  of  military  education. 
Several  gentlemen  are  now  pursuing  their  studies  at  the 
Club  with  the  intention  of  entering  the  service  of  the  United 
States ;  and  we  think  that  the  experience  of  the  past  justifies 
us  in  recommending  to  all  young  men,  who  may  be  desirous 
of  qualifying  themselves  to  be  good  officers,  the  course  pur- 
sued at  the  Massachusetts  Rifle  Club. 

The  number  of  members  of  the  Club  who  have  entered 
the  service  of  the  United  States  the  past  year,  is  twenty-six, 
of  whom  twenty-two  have  been  commissioned  as  follows: 
one  Lieut.  Colonel,  one  Major,  six  Captains,  eight  First  Lieu- 
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tenants,  and  six  Second  Lieutenants,  the  other  four  having 
taken  subordinate  positions. 

The  Committee  hope  to  see  renewed  vigor,  on  the  part  of 
the  members  of  the  Club,  in  the  prosecution  of  their  studies 
the  coming  year ;  believing  that  with  the  means  at  their 
disposal,  good  instructors,  and  an  available  library,  a  much 
higher  standard  can  be  reached  than  has  yet  been  attained. 

HENRY  W.  EDES. 
O.  W.   PEABODY. 
W.   F.  POOLE. 
CHAS.   W.  DABNEY,  Jr. 
WM.  WARD  RHOADES. 


REPORT   OF   LIBRARY   COMMITTEE. 

The  Library  Committee  report  that  there  has  been  but 
one  donation  during  the  past  year,  of  $5.00,  which  with  the 
balance  $22.81  unexpended  makes  a  total  of  $27.81  yet  to  be 
expended  for  the  library.  The  number  of  books  has  not 
been  increased  during  the  year,  but  two  volumes  formerly 
in  the  library  are  not  now  to  be  found ;  viz.,  ^^  Nolan's  System 
of  training  Cavalry  Horses "  by  Capt.  Garrard,  and  "  Rifle 
Volunteers  and  how  to  drill  them."  The  interest  in  the 
library  has  been  chiefly  confined  to  those  pursuing  their 
studies  under  the  supervision  of  the  instructors.  The  Com- 
mittee hope  that  this  interest  will  become  more  general, 
feeling  that  the  library  is  not  yet  appreciated  as  it  should  be. 

HENRY   W.   EDES,  )    Committee  on 
WM.   L.    LINCOLN,  ]      Library. 
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